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37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went 

in and reclined at the table.  38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus 

did not first wash before the meal. 
39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and 

dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  40 You foolish people!  Did not the 

one who made the outside make the inside also?  41 But now as for what is inside you—be 

generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. 
42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other 

kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have 

practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 
43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues 

and respectful greetings in the marketplaces. 
44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk over without 

knowing it.” 
45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you 

insult us also.” 
46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down 

with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help 

them. 
47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors 

who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your ancestors did; they killed 

the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will 

send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will 

persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the 

prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to 

the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, 

this generation will be held responsible for it all. 
52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. 

You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.” 

 

Do you own keys?  It’s kind of a silly question, isn’t it?  Of course you own keys, we all 

own keys and lots of them.  In our day and age, keys are a fact of life.  Everybody needs keys, 

everybody has keys, and everybody appreciates keys.  Right?  Okay, you maybe haven’t ever 

taken time to just sit down and appreciate keys, but we do appreciate them, don’t we?  We 

appreciate when we come out of the office or the grocery store and our car is still there where we 

parked it.  We appreciate it when come home and our belongings are still in our house.  We 

appreciate being able to go to sleep at night knowing that nobody else can come into our house.  

We all need keys, we all have keys, we all appreciate keys, and let me add one more we all have 

been betrayed by keys.  I don’t know if it was your house, your car, the padlock on your locker 
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or your bike, but I would hazard a guess that you have at some point in your life experienced the 

panic of not having the right key. 

Today, as we study these final verses from Luke 11, the question I want you to ponder is, 

“Do I have the right key?”  Specifically, “Do I have the key that will grant me access into 

heaven?”  While we may have experienced the fear and the panic of not having the key to our 

house or to our car, as we wait for the Lord He wants us to be sure that we have the right key for 

eternal life.  He wants us to wait in certainty, knowing that we have the key, so that no fear or 

panic can take hold of us.  And in order to give us that certainty that we are prepared to meet 

Him, He gives us the key Himself. 

Our text follows from right where we left off last week.  As Jesus continued to teach the 

people gathered around Him, He was invited to dinner by one of the Pharisees, one of those 

Jewish religious leaders.  So he went to the man’s house where they were joined by other 

Pharisees and by some of the expert teachers of the law. 

As the meal started, the host was amazed that Jesus did not ceremonially purify Himself 

by washing His hands before the meal.  Jesus answered by explaining that it is not that which is 

on the outside that makes a man clean or unclean but that which is on the inside.  There’s no 

point in washing your hands, if your heart is still full of selfishness and malice.  And then Jesus 

proceeded with a list of six woes.  We don’t use that word “woe” very often anymore, do we?  

It’s synonymous with wretchedness and misery.  So when Jesus said, “woe to you Pharisees,” or 

“woe to you teachers of the law,” He was telling them, “You are in a poor, wretched, and 

miserable.” 

But why?  Jesus said they were in a wretched state because they focused so much on the 

rules of the law, like tithing, even down bringing in a tenth of the herbs that they grew in their 

herb gardens, but they were neglecting the greater message of God’s justice and love.  He said 

woe to them because they were following rules and regulations not out of love for God, but in 

order to look better in God’s eyes and to garner favor and respect among men.  They were 

making the law increasingly more burdensome for the people they were instructing and 

hindering those who were actually seeking the spiritual knowledge by leading others away from 

the true message of the Scriptures.   

In short, Jesus was telling these men that they were in a wretched and miserable state, 

without any hope of entering into the glory of heaven, because they had convinced themselves 

that the key to heaven was what they would do for God, rather than what He would do for them.  

That idea that they could achieve their own righteousness through their own actions isn’t 

something that was unique to those Jewish leaders.  In fact, it’s something that is common to 

every single human being from the moment of their conception.  It’s the mindset of our sinful 

nature which attempts to turn even what should be God-pleasing fruits of faith into sinful, self-

serving actions.  Each of us has a sinful nature just like those Pharisees and teachers of the law 

did.  And we see evidence of it in our lives whenever we’re tempted to think better of ourselves 

because of something we have or haven’t done.  “If I don’t use dirty language like that guy does, 

if I hold the door open for that pregnant lady, if I come to church regularly and give in the 

collection plate when I’m here, then God will see what I have done, and He’ll have to love me, 

because I’m doing what he wants me to do.  Other people will see the way I live my life, and 

they’ll respect me for it. 

In answer to that sinful nature which every one of us has; God, in His perfect love, has 

given us His law.  It sounds funny to talk about the law as a demonstration of God’s love, but 

that’s really what it is.  When we consider our text today, Jesus didn’t have to go into that 
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Pharisee’s home.  He could have washed His hands of the entire situation; He could have said, 

“You want to live in self-serving hypocrisy? So be it!”  He could have simply walked away, but 

He didn’t.  He accepted this sinful man’s invitation and came into His house so that He could tell 

him and the others gathered with him exactly what they needed to hear: The key you are trusting 

to get you into heaven is not going to do it.  You haven’t kept the law perfectly, you’re drowning 

in sin and hypocrisy.  You have zero hope in your own works or in your own life of getting into 

heaven.  You are in a wretched and miserable state. 

And what was true for those men in our lesson, is exactly what would be true for you and 

I, if it wasn’t for God sending us a Savior.  And that’s why we start our Church year a month 

before Christmas with this season we call Advent.  During Advent, we take the time to look at 

what God’s law shows us, that by nature we are wretched and miserable sinners.  We have no 

hope of entering heaven on our own because we have broken God’s law.  And from there we 

turn to the message of the gospel, that God in His love has not only led us to a realization of our 

sins, but He’s given us the key to our salvation: A Savior who came into this world to live a 

perfect life for us and gave up His life as the payment for our sins.   

During Advent, which if you remember means “coming,” we get ready for our 

celebration of the first coming of that Savior.  We get ready for Christmas, and we do that by 

acknowledging that we are sinful people who need a Savior.  And when we recognize that, then 

when we see the little child, wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger, we know that He is more 

than just a baby boy; He is Jesus, and He is our Savior from sin.  As we look at the depictions of 

that manger scene we know He was already destined to go to cross as payment for our sins.  By 

pouring out His innocent blood, this baby boy whom we celebrate at Christmas would open up 

the gates of heaven to a world of sinful people. 

During Advent, we celebrate another coming of Jesus, when He came to you and to me 

personally through the miracle of Baptism and through His powerful Word.  While we were still 

sinners, He sought us out and claimed us as His own.  And today He still reminds us through that 

same, powerful Word and through the Sacrament of Holy Communion that your sins are 

forgiven and that the peace which He offers is for you, the peace of knowing that the gates of 

heaven which He has flung open are open to you. 

During Advent, we look forward to the final coming of our Lord, when He comes again 

in glory.  You do not have to fear that day.  You can look forward to it with confidence, and 

eager anticipation, knowing that you have Jesus, your Savior, the key to your Salvation. 

 

O Key of knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage, we ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain.  

Open to us the pathway of Your peace, and guide us at the last to our heavenly home. 

 

Amen. 

 


